Vulvar carcinoma: a retrospective analysis of 80 patients.
We evaluated the files of 80 women who were treated for vulvar carcinoma. In 13 women radiotherapy was used as primary treatment, in 45 cases postoperatively and in 22 women because of local recurrence. Patients older than 60 years had a significantly worse 5-year survival rate (39%) than younger women (57%) (p = 0.02). The 5-year survival rate for patients with negative nodes was 72% versus 46% for the N1- and 47% for the N2-status, respectively (p = 0.027). The 5-year actuarial survival rate for patients with tumor manifestation in the clitoris was 77.9% versus 26.1% for patients with tumors in the labia majora (p = 0.0044). There was no difference in survival in patients who had been treated with radical vulvectomy and bilateral groin dissection plus local radiotherapy when compared with patients who had been irradiated (whole pelvis) after tumor resection alone. The 5-year survival rates and the median survival time were identical in both groups (61%/62 months).